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The Arts Board show
includes innovative craft
work, such as James and
Renee Neilsen
Engebretson’s blown and
sand-carved "Jagged Edge
Glass Bowl.”

By Kevin Lynch

The Capiral Times

The mold in Andre Ferrella's
art is tiny, microscopic stuff.
[t's beautiful and a tad creepy.

With a gleam his eye, Ferrella
calls it “living art,” but it
reflects how cutting-edge bio-
chemistry is about more than
cutting genes apart or making
clones.

Ferrella's new photography
exhibit at the Promega Corp.
also signifies how the pharma-
ceutical research company has
taken a new step: actually
staging serious art exhibits.
They're even identifying with
this work, with a 1997 compa-
ny calendar featuring
Ferrella's microbe art.

Then there's *'big"" stuff,
meetings of powerful forces in
cultural and business groups.
One result is Wisconsin
Manufacturers and Commerce
hosting the 1997 Wisconsin
Arts Board's Visual and Media
Arts Fellowship Awards
Exhibit. The 47-piece exhibit
is at 501 E. Washington Ave.,
in the conference center of the
state’s largest business associ-
ation.

Such are the factors at play in
increasingly proactive roles for
business in art.

There's nothing token about
these efforts. The impressive
Arts Board show of Wisconsin
artists includes work by Tom
Bamberger, Randall Berendt,
Bert Brouwer, Barry Carlsen,
James Engebretson, John
William Ford, Todd McGrain,
Nancy Mladenoff, J.J. Murphy
and Andreas Rosas.

The Arts Board show, which
opened in January, will have a
public reception for the artists
from 4 to 6 p.m. today.

The reception will serve as a
finale to the Arts Day 97, a
statewide celebration of the
arts in Madison.

This show continues in
Madison only through Friday,
but then the association is
assisting a state tour of the
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Pat Blankenburg of Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce inspects works at the trade association's exhibit of Wisconsin
Arts Board Fellowship winners, including Bert Brouwer's painting “‘Life as a Delicate Balancing Act” (foreground).

iving Art’ photos

exquisitely textured

By Kevin Lynch

RICH RYGH/THE CA.PI'I'
Madison artist Andre Ferrella’s mold-enhanced photogra-
phy is on display at Promega Corp. through May 30.

The Capital Times

You see an Egyptian mummy come to life and you might cry

“Help!”

One mummy did.

Help, that is. In return for artist Andre Ferrella following his intu-

" ition, the mummy came to life, as it were, if not quite as it once was.

And just like that, Ferrella had an extraordinary work of art.
Sufficiently mystified?
See for yourself. Ferrella's 37 “‘Living Art” photographs are on dis-

play at Promega Corp. through May 30.

This tale begins centuries ago, in the land of the pharaohs. But
we'll pick it up a few years ago, when Ferrella’s accidental art was

born.

He had left some undeveloped roles of film in his basement for sev-

eral years.

Examining the film one day, he discovered that the strips had
developed mold, which created the sorts of beautiful texture and
form with which nature often blesses us — as with frost, autumnal
erosion and other serendipitous chemistry.

Ferrella knew a good thing when he saw it. He started working with
nature more consciously and developed his distinctive photo style.

His new art show, “Living Art,” is a collection of exquisitely tex-
tured photos, most of which are abstract in design but which incor-
porate specific objects or scenes. As Ferrella describes it: ‘I use the
photographic medium as minute ecosystems to reveal the evolution
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iness, art a happy merger







